
SENIOR  CHEMISTRY

PHILOSOPHY  FOR  TOPIC

The Chemistry of Soils topic could be suitable to run in conjunction with a botanical Biology project where students investigate the growth of plants under certain conditions.  By selecting pasture grasses as the plants, the students could investigate the chemistry  aspects such as :

· the effect of soil types on the growth rate; 
· the effect of different fertilizers on growth rate;
· the nutritional value of the grass if grown under certain conditions;
· herbage mass produced under different conditions.
The topic would need to be selected to suit the resources available for the students.

Information on prior research from organizations such as CSIRO, Agricultural Departments of the various states and other associated bodies is available from internet sources or fact sheets direct from the organization.

SUGGESTED TOPIC

This investigation is to be carried out individually.

Topic: Investigate the effect of acidity in soils on the legume, Biserrula *.
The report: 

1 A clearly set out aim and hypothesis.

2. An introduction outlining your topic.  Background knowledge and previous research should be included here.

3.  A concise summary of the approach used towards the topic.  ie the design of your experiment.

4. Results, including tables, graphs and where applicable, drawings, sketches or photographs.

5. An interpretation of the results based on logical, rational thinking and the conclusion drawn from these interpretations.  Both interpretations and conclusions should be backed by scientific evidence.

6. An extensive and varied bibliography.

*  Other legumes or grasses could be substituted as the topic to suit the local area.
