Letter to Schools
Dear

Thank you for your involvement in the ‘Sheep and Science’ Competition for Schools. Please find enclosed the information package for the competition and additional resources for classroom use. Your evaluation of these resources would be appreciated.

The package contains:

· Sheep and Science Competition 

· Cool Sheep Investigation

· Cool Sheep Investigation (CSI) CD

· Laminated micrograph from a sperm motility experiment

· Additional resources

· Class set of prepared ram sperm slides

· A complimentary CD on the Science of Milk, Beer and Wine Production

The competition will commence on Monday 29 May, 2006. Completed entries are to be posted to North Coast Institute of TAFE, Taree Campus by Friday 16 June, 2006. You will be notified of the results within two weeks of the due date. 

The competition will be judged by the district veterinarian from the Rural Lands Protection Board. Prizes will be presented to the Science Departments of the winning schools as follows:

· First Place - $400 

· Second Place - $200

· Third Place - $100
Each member of the winning team will receive a CD voucher. 

The tutorial will now be provided for the competing teams at Taree Campus of TAFE, K Block on Monday 22 May (4pm to 6pm). Afternoon tea will be provided. Please indicate numbers attending the tutorial. Information relating to science-based careers in the sheep industry and an accompanying questionnaire will be distributed to participating schools during the tutorial.

Yours sincerely

Kim Billingham

Project Coordinator

Ph. 65926053

Letter for Student Competition Entry

Dear

Thank you for the interest you have shown in the ‘Sheep and Science’ Competition for Schools. The competition is part of a pilot program of activities currently being trialled across Australia funded by the Sheep CRC through the University of Tasmania’s School Industry Links Project. The purpose of the project is to raise awareness of the importance of science and technology in Australian agriculture, particularly the sheep industry and to raise the profile of careers in that industry.

In New South Wales Year 10 students in the Manning and Wagga districts are taking part in a competition based on aspects of the Stage 5 Science syllabus that deal with scientific method, applications of science and reproduction. Two separate competitions are being run, in the Manning hosted by North Coast Institute of TAFE, Taree Campus and in Wagga hosted by Charles Sturt University.

Participating schools will receive a set of resources for use in the classroom. The set contains:

· A class set of prepared ram sperm slides

· A set of laminated micrographs from a sperm motility experiment

· Data from the sperm motility experiment

· A complimentary CD on the Science of Milk, Beer and Wine Production

· Information relating to science-based careers in the sheep industry

Resources will be delivered to schools in the week beginning Monday 15 May for the commencement of the competition on Monday 22 May. Entries are due on Friday 9 June. 

A team of four Year 10 students from each school will complete components of a scientific report based on the sperm motility experiment resources and a small research section on the use of technology in sheep reproduction. If requested, a tutorial will be provided for the competing teams at Taree Campus of TAFE on Monday 22 May (4pm to 6pm). Afternoon tea will be provided.

The competition will be judged by the district veterinarian from the Rural Lands Protection Board. Prizes of $400 (First), $200 (Second) and $100 (Third) will be presented to the Science Departments of the winning schools and each member of the winning team will receive a book / CD voucher.

Students and their supervising teacher will also be asked to complete a questionnaire on their awareness of science-based career opportunities in the sheep industry.

Funding for this pilot program provides for the development of classroom activities for Stages 4, 5 and 6 of the Science / Biology syllabi in the areas of reproduction, breeding and genetics and the development of scientific ideas, applied research, scientific method and experimental design. Feedback from the schools would be appreciated on activities that would be useful in those areas.

Schools will be given the opportunity to trial and comment on the resources before final publication.

	Please complete the attached entry form and fax it no later than Friday 12 May to:

North Coast Institute of TAFE

Taree Campus

Agriculture Section

Attention: Kim Billingham / Peter Ruprecht

Fax 65926166


	For further information please contact:

Kim Billingham and Peter Ruprecht

North Coast Institute of TAFE, NSW

Taree Campus

Ph: 02 65926053 

Mobile 0408 685654

Email: Kim.Billingham@tafensw.edu.au

Email: Peter.Ruprecht@tafensw.edu.au




Thank you for the opportunity of working with your school to build school industry links. The success of this pilot project may lead to the development of more applied science resources for schools.

Yours sincerely

Kim Billingham

Project Coordinator
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