Proposal for the Victorian (Kyneton) Project

Title

The Science of the Sheep and Wool Industry

Background

The Blueprint for government schools identifies seven ‘Flagship’ strategies to deliver quality outcomes to students. The first flagship is student learning and is supported by:

· VELS (Victorian Essential Learning Standards) – a new approach to organising the curriculum in schools;
·  PoLT (Principles of Learning and Teaching).- a PD program that provides strategies and actions to improve teaching and learning.
VELs Structure
	Strands:
	Physical, Personal & 

Social Learning
	Discipline-based 
Learning
	Interdisciplinary Learning



	Domains:
	H&PE
	The Arts
	Communication



	
	Personal learning
	English
	Thinking



	
	Interpersonal development
	Humanities
	Design, Creativity & 
Technology

	
	
	Science
	

	
	
	Mathematics
	


PoLT 
1. The learning environment is supportive and productive.
2. The learning environment promotes independence and self-motivation.
3. Students needs, backgrounds and interests are reflected in the learning program.
4. Students are supported and challenged to develop deep levels of thinking and application.
5. Assessment practices are an integral part of teaching and learning.
6. Learning connects strongly with the community and practice beyond the classroom.
During 2005 schools conducted an audit of existing programs so a plan could be prepared that reflects the new approach. Throughout 2006 schools will begin introducing the new approach with full implementation to commence in 2007. As 2006 is a transition year there is the opportunity to trial units of work that reflect the VELS approach.
Aims of Project

· To develop a unit of work on the Science of sheep and wool production that reflects VELS and focuses on principles 3, 4 and 6 of PoLT;
· To use this as a model within the school for introducing the new approach to the curriculum;
· To provide PD on the teaching of this unit in other schools;
· To give students an insight into the science behind sheep and wool production;
· To give students an understanding of the careers available in the primary industries.
Outline

A team of teachers will develop a VELS unit on Sheep and Wool. The unit will be science based but will incorporate English, Mathematics and SOSE and will be conducted over a period of 2 -3 weeks. There will be practical activities undertaken in science classes as well as an excursion to a research centre and the Wool Museum in Geelong. On completion of the unit an evaluation will undertaken and further refinements made to the unit. The unit will be used as a VELS model and other members of staff within the school will be given PD on the teaching of the unit. It can then be trialled in other Year 9 classes and a Year 10 Science elective later in the year .With the assistance of the Science Regional Project Officer a PD program for other schools in the region will be offered.  
Timeline

	April 


	Teacher release to research and develop unit



	May
	Delivery of pilot unit to one year 9 science class


	June
	Completion of unit, Evaluation & Teacher PD



	July+
	Trial entire or part of unit in other Year 9 classes and Year 10 Life Science elective (This is a Chemistry/Biology elective for students continuing with Science in VCE) & Teacher PD at regional level




Budget & Expenditure
	Activity
	
	Costing
	Total

	Development and Delivery

	· Casual Relief Teachers(CRT’s) to replace teachers for program development and delivery
· Delivery of PD

· Administration Costs

· Air faire to Burnie
	$2940

$100

$200

$450

	$3690

	Excursion
	· CRT’s for 3 teachers to attend excursion
· Bus Hire for excursion to Sheep research centre (Geelong)
· Entry to Wool Museum (Geelong)
· Purchase of class materials

	$780
$600

$100

$500
	$1980

	Total
	
	$5670
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