Proposal for the South Australian Project
Title

Careers in Science
Objectives
1. To increase the knowledge and understanding by students of the science involved in the sheep and wool industry.

2. To encourage students to consider study in science and career pathways in primary industry.

3. To provide resources for teachers to use in the science and Ag classroom related to the sheep and wool industry.
Scope
A three day camp/excursion that will show cutting edge science used in the sheep and wool industry. This will include visits to properties in the Riverland and Mallee areas, a session visiting a market/processing plant, a session with University scientists on their current work and a session with student activities at an agricultural research area.

From the activities a series of classroom activities will be prepared for use by teachers. These activities will be demonstrated to teachers at a P&D session later in the year.
Reason
The recently released Creating our Future Report
 (p. 106-106) highlights that Australian “farm and food business are becoming increasingly sophisticated, requiring a highly educated and skilled workforce.” This report also outlines that whilst there have traditionally been low levels of tertiary education amongst agricultural workers, this is starting to change with the agricultural sector demonstrating significant increases in education qualifications when compared to the average workforce. “The number of university graduates involved in agriculture has tripled in 20 years to 2004, however, recent years have shown a decline in interest in agriculture at higher education institutions.”  Lastly, this report states that “it is important that the proportion of workers in agriculture with post-school qualifications grows over time with …a long term decline in the number of university graduates in agriculture could affect the sector’s ability to change and adopt new practices.”
Outputs
1. 3 day camp for 20 students.

2. A set of teaching resources.

How the success of the initiative will be measured:

1. Feedback from camp participants including teachers attending.

2. Pre- and post-participation surveys of those in the program to determine their understanding of the science and careers supporting Australia’s wool industry.
Resources
1. GrowSmart Science Education Officer and teacher from Karoonda to develop program.

2. Chris McDonough (Agronomist), Joe Keynes (grower) Kathy Schuller (Flinders Uni) Forbes Brien (Adelaide Uni – Roseworthy campus to show Agriculture research) 
Major Risks
1. Teachers, students and career planners are not interested in participating.

Related Projects
GrowSmart Careers in Science Project

Budget & Expenditure
	Camp
	School Industry Links
	Other Projects
	General
	Total

	March/April 2006

	Preparation of program.


	Visits to properties and Universities to check program


	
	Release teacher (2 * $300)

Travel. ($500)
	$1100

	Promotional activities
	Visits to schools to promote camp and give talk/presentation to science classes
	
	travel
	$1500

	May 2006
	
	
	
	

	Preparation of teacher resources, information folders.
	Visit to University and school sites

.
	
	Travel

Employment of University Graduate

Cost of materials

Teacher release

Preparation of resources
	$300

$3000

$300

$600

$1000

	June 2006

	Teacher release to participate in program 

Bus Hire(Riverland Safaris = 65c/km + fuel $700

Accommodation


Extra meals

Evaluation
	Camp 19th – 21st June.

Visit UTAS
	
	(6 days)
6 x $300 = $1800

(a) Yookamurra – 23@$45 = $1000

(b) Marion C P 

23@ $25 = $600

2 lunches 46@$10, breakfast 23 @ $8, tea 23 @ $20 = $1104

Travel and Accommodation
	$1800

$700

$2700

$800

	Total up-front payment (March 2006)
	$13800


� Agriculture and Food Policy Reference Group 2006, Creating Our Future: Agriculture and Food Policy for the Next Generation, Report to the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Canberra, February 2006.
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