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Whose Scat Is That?  Teacher’s Notes
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Hello,

The purpose of these notes is to provide background material that will support your role in this project.  Obviously, how you manage the pre- and post-visit efforts of the students is entirely your professional judgement.  

Like all of the projects offered at Yookamurra Sanctuary, this one is designed to engage the student in a novel, outdoor, group activity, as well as challenge with an interesting and answerable set of questions.

Whose Scat Is That encourages students to use the basic form of the Scientific Method: to observe, record, and interpret.  The subject matter – wildlife faeces – is unusual and may either repel or attract students.  Be assured, no heath risks are involved.

There are three parts.  The first confronts them with the process of classification: how to group a varied collection of unfamiliar objects (scats), what characteristics to use, and are all characteristics equally important?  While classification is an everyday activity, in this project it is formalised by encouraging the student to think about how they classified the types of scats, how they arrived at their instinctive decisions.

The second part is identification, comparing their types with a simple reference book to assign each scat type to an animal species.  The third part is attempting to identify items visible in the scat when dry, and when soaked, to infer the particular animal’s diet.  

The following websites are useful, but will need your help in interpretation.

http://www.parkweb.vic.gov.au/education/park_natives/ad7-btm.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/science/scribblygum/september2004/default.htm#d
These two books are very useful.  Triggs, Barbara (2004).  Tracks, Scats and other Traces: A field guide to Australian mammals.  Oxford University Press.  Morrison, R.G.B. (1981).  A field guide to tracks and traces of Australian animals.  Rigby Publishers Limited.

With Thanks

Staff of Yookamurra Sanctuary

PAGE  
Yookamurra Sanctuary: Australian Wildlife Conservancy


