Proposal for the West Australian Project
Title

The Sheep at School
Objectives
1. To increase the knowledge and understanding by teachers of the high level of science underpinning the Australian wool industry.

2. To increase the knowledge and understanding by teachers of the links between the sheep wool and meat industry, research and education.

Scope
A half day professional learning and curriculum development session for 8 secondary teachers will enhance their knowledge and understanding of the value of the sheep industry to a range of education subjects beyond science. This will include industry and research speakers to teachers and later to students which will promote the broad range of careers available in agriculture and the wool industry in particular. 

Mid June will see the sheep come to school. 

Here, 500 hundred secondary students at Shenton College, Western Australia, will be greeted on arrival to school with a flock of sheep being ‘worked’ by a sheep dog on their school oval. Various sheep related activities will be engaged in throughout the day. These activities will promote the sheep industry as part of our scientific, economic and social culture. 

Reason
The recently released Creating our Future Report1   (p106-109) highlights that Australian ‘farm and food business is becoming increasingly sophisticated, requiring a increasingly sophisticated and skilled workforce. ‘The number of university graduates involved in agriculture has tripled in 20 years to 2004, however, recent years has shown a decline in interest in agriculture at higher education institutions.’ Lastly, this report states that ‘it is important that the proportion of workers in agriculture with post-school qualifications grows over time with…a long term decline in the number of university graduates in agriculture could adversely affect the sector’s ability to change and adopt new practices.’

Outputs
1. Professional learning, teaching and learning program development and networking session between teachers, a University of Western Australia researcher, Department of Agriculture (WA) agent and a wool  industry representative .

2. Promoting rural science in an urban community.

3. A model for similar sessions across other agricultural sectors.

4. A project proposal to build sustainable rural communities by supporting, developing and promoting Western Australia’s agricultural sector careers and opportunities.  

Measuring The Success Of The Initiative
1. Successful delivery of the professional learning and program development session.

2. The active participation of teachers and students in the ‘Sheep at School’ day

3. The production and presentation of student work post participation in the day.

4. Analysis of pre and post session survey.

Resources
UWA: 

Dr Ian Williams, Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences
Colin Hawke, Faculty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences
Dept. of Agriculture:


Katrina Bonser, Community Liaison Officer

Shenton College:

Staff

Primary Industry:


Peter Dowdall, White Suffolk Stud, Kojonup.

Suffolk Stud, Lake Grace

Primaries of W.A. Pty Ltd 
	Key Stakeholders


Australian Wool CRC


Department of Agriculture, Government of Western Australia


University of Western Australia


University of Tasmania


Department of Education, Western Australia


Staff and Students, Shenton College

Businesses and enterprises operating in the Western Australian primary industry sector
	Major Risks

Teachers and students may not be interested in participating



	
	Related Projects

Schools project: Science in Primary Industry (Grains Research Development Corporation)




Governance
	Funding Body

Australian Sheep CRC
	Project Team

Colin Hawke, Science in Primary Industry Project Officer, UWA

Pauline Coughlan, Principal, Shenton College

Mike Evans, Head of Middle School, Shenton College

Trevor Whittle, Science Teacher, Shenton College

Gabbi Barrett, English Teacher, Shenton College

Patrick Durack, SOSE Teacher, Shenton College

Gary Adamson, Art Teacher, Shenton College

Katrina Boser, Community Liaison Officer, Agric. WA



	Funding Body

Australian Sheep CRC
	

	Project Sponsor

Dr. David Russell, Primary Industry Science (Education), UTAS
	

	Host Organisation

School of Agriculture, UTAS
	

	Project Manager

Warwick Mathews, Academic Talent Program Coordinator, Shenton College
	


Consultants
Sheep industry leaders/ scientists as identified during the project description
Project Milestones
	
	Description
	Who
	Start
	Finish

	1
	Rough-out project plan
	Mathews
	February
	April

	2
	Negotiate teacher release: Principal
	Mathews
	April
	April

	3
	Identify and engage industry contact
	Mathews
	April
	April

	4
	Identify and engage Agric. WA contact
	Mathews
	April
	April

	5
	Identify and engage UWA contacts
	Mathews
	April
	May

	6
	Book professional Learning venue
	Hawke
	April
	 May

	7
	Identify and invite teaching staff to attend PL
	Mathews
	May
	May

	8
	Confirm presenters- breakfast; 
	Mathews
	May 6
	May15

	9
	Negotiate: media unit to film parts of event.
Invite senior school (biology) to attend
	Mathews
	May6
	May15

	10
	Newsletter: Notify whole school of event
	Mathews
	May 20
	May20

	11
	Cross-curricula program development workshop
	Mathews/ Hawke
	May 26
	May26

	12
	Collate and share program to relevant teachers, team leaders and Heads of school
	Mathews
	June 2
	June 4

	13
	The Sheep at School day: coordinator
	Mathews
	June 15
	June15

	14
	Gather survey forms and prepare report on project, include DVD, CD
	Mathews
	June 15
	June21

	15
	Reporting and feedback session UTAS
	Mathews
	June 
	


Budget and Expenditure
	Month
	Teachers’ PD
	School Industry Links
	Other
	General
	Total

	March
	Initial Contacts.

Easter break, followed by two week term break. March- April
	Initial contacts

Easter break, followed by two week term break. March- April
	Easter break, followed by two week term break. March- April
	Easter break, followed by two week term break. March- April
	

	April
	Preparation of materials for teacher release and negotiating for scientist and industry personal

$400 
	
	
	
	$400

	May
	Teacher Release to workshop: prepare special integrated rural curriculum

8x$300= $2400

Working breakfast: teachers, UWA, AgWEST and industry personal  

12 x 25= $300

Venue hire for workshop $100
	Curriculum links

English: literature, news articles

Society and Environment: natural systems, economics Maths: Fleece weights, cost/ kg,

production costs,

percentages

Science: genetics, breeding, nutrition 

Art: sheep sculpture, texture art, fabrics.
	
	
	$2800

	April
	
	
	4x$300=$1200

Coordinator’s visits and organisation time
	Resource development: distribution to teachers/ other states. Contract payments $2500.

CD prep and burning $250

Printing and consumables $250
	$4200

	June
	Event for two groups (60) of select students 

Teacher release to facilitate days

6x 300 =$1800


	Sheep farmer truck sheep in;

supply sheep dogs; ultra sound pregnancy test; bioshearing, shearer

$600


	In-kind 

UWA staff, Teacher preparation and coordination

($3000-4000)


	Bus hire  $300

Purchase 3x  fleece and  Art materials $250 

Special lamb cuts for demo lunch/BBQ 

75 x 8 =$600
	$3550

	June
	
	
	
	Reporting and feedback session at UTAS. Airfare, accommodation’ Networking 

$1500
	$1500

	Total payment
	$12450
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