Sheep at School

In the 1950’s, it was said “Australia rides on the sheep’s back”.

What could this mean?

Make a list of the breeds of sheep farmed in Australia.

A very special breed is the Suffolk. What is so different about the Australian White Suffolk?

Sheep form an important part of the primary industry economy of Australia.

How many sheep are there in Australia?

How much wool, on average, does a sheep produce?

How much is the annual wool harvest worth?

How much is the sheep meat industry worth each year?

Bioclip is a new way to harvest wool. How does it work? If you were a farmer draw up a PMI chart to help you choose: Bioclip or traditional shearing?

Make a list of sheep products.

Can you think of a new sheep product? That’s something not created yet. 

Which countries are Australian sheep products exported to?

It takes nine months training to gain a wool classing certificate but, years to become an expert at assessing crimp, tensile strength and colour accurately. How do these characteristics determine the quality of the wool? 

How does jumper wool compare to blanket wool?

What would you find in a sheep’s rumen?  Why?
Outline a sheep related scientific investigation which you would like to know about: 

Find the name of a scientist, faculty and university conducting this kind of work.

How will this type of research benefit the farmer?

How will this type of research effect the consumer?

Find and print a picture of an art work depicting sheep. Who’s work is it? Show Mr Adamson.

Mr Cox loves poetry. Find and interesting sheep poem to give him. (Not: Baa Baa Black Sheep!
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