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Direct Effects

• There is no overriding hormonal control 
of follicle function
– Prolactin has a direct effect but not much in 

the Merino
– Pharmacological doses of glucocorticoids 

can stop follicle function
– Lack of T4 can stop wool growth

• No hormone can affect wool growth 
without affecting other body functions
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Physiological mechanisms that affect 
follicle cells


