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The Textile Complex

Peter Auer
Source: Dickerson, K. G. (1995)
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Wool Taskforce View
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Source: Wool Future Directions Task Force (1999)
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Source: adapted from Dickerson, K. G. (1995)

World Fibre Production 1900 - 1992
(millions of metric tons)

Year

1900
1950
1960
1970
1973
1980
1986
1992

Natural Fibres
Cotton Wool

3,162 730
6,647 1,057
10,113 1,463
11,784 1,659
13,738 1,497
14,040 1,599
15,196 1,701
18,115 1,676

Artificial
(Cellulosic)

Fibres

1,608
2,656
3,579
3,856
3,557
3,276
2,620

Synthetic
(Noncellulosic)

Fibres

69
702

4,818
7,767

10,625
13,765
17,213

Manufactured Fibres
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Global Industry, Global Products
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Source: Dickerson, K. G. (1995)
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Global Shrinkage
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Source: Dickerson, K. G. (1995)
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Communication Innovation
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Source: Stoeckel, A. et al. (1990) 
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Fibre Processing Innovation
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Source: Stoeckel, A. et al. (1990) 
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Textiles cause Concerns
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Source: Dickerson, K. G. (1995)
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Textile Producers: 1960 & Today
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Source: Dickerson, K. G. (1995)
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Textiles: role in GDP growth
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Source: Dickerson, K. G. (1995)
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Textiles: mirror of development
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Source: Dickerson, K. G. (1995)
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*
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Source: Dickerson, K. G. (1995)

Snapshot of Development
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Source: Dickerson, K. G. (1995)

Fosters further Development
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“Flying Geese” pattern
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Source: Dickerson, K. G. (1995)
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Apparel Assembly Manufactured fibre
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Source: Dickerson, K. G. (1995)
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China’s Textile Complex

Peter Auer
Source: adapted from Dickerson, K. G. (1995)

Product

Manufactured fibres
Yarn
Fabric
Woollen fabric
Garments

1992 output

2.08 million tons
4.90 million tons
18.5 billion tons
300 million metres
2.9  billion pieces

% increase
over 1987

77
12
7
11
28
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Global Textiles & Retailing
• OS markets, OS 

production
– industry relocation

• cost (labour)
• “export platforms”
• speed of response
• “customising” 

production
– developing markets 

important
– local market access

• Retailer / 
Manufacturer
– relationships
– speed of response
– flexibility of response
– “green” consumers

• some factors acting 
against globalisation 
in retailing
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Global Retailing
• success

– identify target 
consumers

– develop specific 
products

– global information 
network

– global distribution
– global manufacturing
– eg. Benetton, IKEA, 

Laura Ashley

• structure
– manufacturing
– distribution
– “dispersion retailing”

• middle step out

• benefits
– capture target 

consumers
– quicker response
– higher profit



www.woolwise.com
Peter Auer

What does it mean for Woolgrowers?
• global textile economy

– production over-capacity
– intense competition for markets

• clothing prices have fallen
– consumers have become intensely price conscious

• technology has spread
– quality is expected

• synthetic fibres are aggressively marketed
– growth in China accelerating
– Dupont sells factories not fibre

• dispersion retailing
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