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Sheep Blowfly

s A Lucilia cuprina - the Australian sheep blowfly
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Lifecycle of the sheep blowfly

Eggs are laid onto
susceptible sheep

Mature adult fly
females must
consume a protein
meal to develop eggs

Immature fly
emerges

Require ideal
conditions and soil
temperature > 15°C
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Maggots emerge
from eggs

Maggots feed off
susceptible sheep -
moulting twice while
feeding on the
weeping skin surface

Fully-fed maggots
drop from sheep and
burrow into soil
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Effect of body strike on wool growth
measured by autoradiography

b A Wethers were treated with 500 first instar larvae daily for 8 days
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>, 4 resulting in an average area of myasis of 800 cm?.
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Source: Broadmeadow, M. et al. (1983)



Effect of infection with 500 1st instar Lucilia cuprina
larvae daily for 8 days on staple strength in merino
wethers
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