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Breeding Structure of the
= Merino Industry
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Stud flock
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1970’s

Y Survey of stud breeding practices

— rates of adoption of objective measurement

" cRCM * ~15% of studs using measurements, and only on a
small proportion of rams

for

G

« Measurements of skin follicle traits
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The Australian Merino Society (AMS)

Ewes first contributed in 1967

.~ No. of ewes mated at:
L., ™ Central nucleus 14,000
Rams breeding cooperatives (46) 100,000

e © No. of ewes mated in contributor 1.8 mill.
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100 000 ewes N

Contributors (700 flocks)

1.8 mill, ewes

; : Ewe selection for contribution
Measured at Central nucleus are testicle size, ontributio

suint content, and fibre processing qualities. I = GFW x 10 + BW (of AAAM fleeces)

| = index; CFW = clean-scoured fleece weight; BW = body weight; FD = fibre diameter;
AAAM = fleece grade or style.

The Australian Merino Society — 3-tiered ram breeding flock structure.
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