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Comfort vs. Appearance
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ALL CONSUMERS WANT
CLOTHES TO BE MORE 

COMFORTABLE

Barry Holcombe
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Clothing in the 90’s

FORMAL/TAILORED CASUAL SPORTSWEAR/ACTIVE

business/social
everyday/home

sports/leisure

suits

longcoats
skirts

dresses

sweaters

jackets
blazers

trousers

jeans
cords

blousons

anoraks

leggings

sweatshirts
light jackets

tracksuits

polo shirts
fleece jackets

Barry Holcombe
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Diameter and Tactile Appeal

19µm 21µm 23µm w/PES w/µfib
crisp

scratch
harsh

stiff
appealra

tin
g

WOMEN’S 
TROUSERS

Barry Holcombe



www.woolwise.com

Wool Fabric Tactile Ratings

Barry Holcombe
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Summary
• Consumer preferences
– comfortable clothing

• tactile appeal
• microclimate control

– clothing for many occasions

• Tactile appeal
– important in consumer preferences
– fibre diameter is fundamental to tactile appeal
– finer wool fibres are better

New fabrics must meet these needs

Barry Holcombe



www.woolwise.com

What is                                   ?? 

• Two-layer composite construction
– new knitted technology
– superfine wool against the skin
– strongly wicking outer face

• Both faces completely independent

• Specific fabric finishing processes

Barry Holcombe
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is UNIQUE

• Moisture management is the current 
focus in active sportswear market

• provides
• Natural fibre against skin
• Two level moisture management
– controls microclimate humidity
– wicking gradient inside to outside

Barry Holcombe
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Wicking Mechanism - 1

Barry Holcombe
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Wicking Mechanism - 2

Barry Holcombe
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Research to Identify Benefits

• Trials in controlled climate
– elite athletes
– compared with polyester equivalent

• Coolmax TM

– subjective differentiation

• Related activities measured
– physical measurement of microclimate
– physiological measurement

Barry Holcombe
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Subjective Preference
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Microclimate Humidity
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Skin Microclimate Discomfort
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Research Outcomes

• subjectively preferred
– less damp
– less clingy
– more comfortable

• Microclimate humidity buffering
– lower rate of humidity rise
– smaller fluctuations

SUPPORTED BY HARD SCIENTIFIC DATA

Barry Holcombe
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Consumer Benefits

• Cooler during exercise
• Drier when sweating
• Warmer in the cold
• Natural moisture buffering

Pay-off for consumers is superior comfort 
in all conditions

Barry Holcombe
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Flexible Technology

• easy-care
• wide weight range
• appearance and handle can be tailored to 

end use
• stretch fabric under development
• socks already trialed

A fabric for many occasions

Barry Holcombe
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Further Information

• visit the website

http://www.sportwool.com

Barry Holcombe


