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Tony Street Memorial Scholarship 

On behalf of the family of the late Honourable Anthony Street, AWET offers one annual 

monetary Scholarship to attend or present to an AWET endorsed international conference 

and/or sheep/wool industry study tour to enhance the Scholar’s education and networks in 

the sheep/wool supply chain. An Annual Scholarship of up to $10,000 is available to one 

recipient chosen by an AWET Selection Panel according to AWET endorsed selection criteria. 

The Honourable AA (Tony) Street 

This scholarship is awarded by AWET and is endowed by the 

Street family in memory of their father Tony Street, a 

woolgrower from the Western District of Victoria. In addition 

to running a successful fine wool Merino and prime lamb 

property for more than 70 years, he also served as a 

member of parliament for the Federal seat of Corangamite 

for 18 years and was a Cabinet minister between 1975 and 

1983. In and out of politics, he was a strong advocate for 

investment in agricultural research and innovation, and for 

the translation of scientific and technological advances into 

their adoption by primary producers. 

To gain an insight into Tony Street’s commitment to the 

sheep and wool industry and to science, please go to: 

• Biography of Tony Street 

• AA Street Maiden Speech to Parliament, February 1967 

The Scholarship Fund is to attend an AWET endorsed international event/conference/study 

tour, which includes exposure to the wool supply chain with the support of a mentor 

arranged by AWET.  The opportunity to present research findings (oral or poster) may be 

available if a project is complete. 

An outcomes report from the Scholar would describe how their knowledge and prospects in 

the sheep/wool industry were impacted by the Scholarship. This would be published on 

woolwise.com. Additional responsibilities would include presenting at the annual AWET/Wool 

Academics meeting held in July (at AWET’s cost for attendance) and potential membership of 

the AWET Tony Street Memorial Scholarship Selection Committee for the subsequent year. 

Please refer to the Eligibility, Selection Criteria and Obligations provided on Page 4.  

Applications for 2027 Tony Street Memorial Scholarship close on Friday 30th October 

2026.  Late applications will NOT be accepted.  

https://d.docs.live.net/0648806fdc657c58/Documents/AWET/Street%20Scholarship/AA%20Street%20Biography.pdf
https://d.docs.live.net/0648806fdc657c58/Documents/AWET/Street%20Scholarship/AA%20Street%20Maiden%20Speech%20to%20Federal%20Parliament%20Feb1967.pdf
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Biography – The Honourable Anthony (Tony) Street (1926 – 2022) 

Tony Street was a woolgrower whose 900-hectare family property named Eildon is near the 

town of Lismore in the Western District of Victoria, 160 km west of Melbourne. He led a full 

and active life, but of all his many considerable achievements he was most proud of his 70-

year management of Eildon and its development as a prosperous and highly regarded 

Merino fine wool and prime lamb property. 

 

Tony’s father was Brigadier Geoffrey Street, a decorated World War I officer, and his mother’s 

parents owned the neighbouring property Gala, 2,300 acres of which were separated off in 

1919 to create Eildon. Tony was born in 1926 and spent his early years living at Eildon with 

his parents and younger sister. Brigadier Street entered Federal parliament in 1936 as the 

member for the seat of Corangamite and quickly rose through the ranks to become a Cabinet 

minister in the Menzies wartime government but he was tragically killed in an aircraft 

accident just outside Canberra in 1940.This must have been a devastating blow for Tony, but 

his years of schooling at Melbourne Grammar School were notable for academic 

achievement, excellence on the cricket field and his appointment as School Captain in 1944. 

He enlisted in the navy in 1945 as an ordinary seaman in the final months of the Second 

World War, was demobbed in 1946 and returned to Eildon to run the property, aged 20. 

 

The post-war years, especially the Korean war years in the early 1950s, were very prosperous 

ones for the country in general and for the wool industry in particular, and Eildon thrived. 

Tony married Ricky in 1951 in what was to become a 71-year union that produced three 

children, Geoffrey, Alan and Philip. During these years he was very active in sporting and 

other activities, especially as a leg-spin bowler for the Lismore Cricket Club (where he remains 

the club’s greatest all-time wicket taker) and the Western Plains Country Week side. He also 

raced motor bikes (which ended when Ricky put her foot down!) and he obtained his private 

pilot’s licence in 1963. He had a fine wine palate and was a strong supporter of the Australian 

wine industry. 

 

In 1966, Tony followed in his father’s footsteps and became the Liberal Party member for the 

Federal seat of Corangamite. His parliamentary career was a distinguished one. He held 

Corangamite comfortably in eight Federal elections and was very well known and respected 

in the electorate, which at the time stretched from suburban Geelong in the east to 

Peterborough in the west, and from Beaufort in the north to Cape Otway. He served as a 

cabinet minister in the Fraser government, initially as Minister for Employment and Industrial 

Relations then as Minister for Foreign Affairs. He approached issues in a calm, collaborative 

and respectful manner and aimed for consensus rather than confrontation, a style that 

served him and his country well in both portfolios. Despite being a very busy member of 

parliament, Tony still kept a close eye on Eildon, steering the property through challenges 

such as declining wool prices, two serious droughts in 1966-67 and 1981-82 and a grassfire 

in 1977 that burned over half the property and caused considerable stock losses. He retired 

from parliament in 1984.  
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In and out of parliament, Tony was always a passionate advocate for the wool industry, and 

agriculture more generally. Although he never attended university himself, he appreciated 

the fundamental role that education, research and innovation must play if Australia was to 

maintain its position as the world's leading wool producer. In particular, he recognised the 

challenges in translating the scientific and technological findings from research into practices 

and techniques that could be adopted by woolgrowers and other farmers. In his maiden 

parliamentary speech in 1967, he noted: “…a breakdown occurs between the results of 

successful scientific research being made public and the adoption of the new techniques by 

the man on the land.” With great foresight, he spoke of three categories of farmers and their 

readiness to adopt new technologies: i) the innovators, ii) those who preferred to wait and 

see and iii) those who were unaware of technological advances and were extremely slow in 

adopting new or improved methods. The terms may have evolved since then (e.g. ‘innovators’ 

have now become ‘early adopters’) but the observations are familiar to us and still hold true 

more than 50 years later. 

 

Tony practised what he preached. He made an area of the property available to the CSIRO 

for research for some years and was an early advocate of core testing at a time when 

traditionalists thought that the technology had little to offer. His long-term goal was for Eildon 

to become a fine wool producer, and over many years through careful breeding, water and 

pasture management and animal husbandry, the average fibre diameter fell from the mid-

20 microns in the 1980s to 19 microns by the time Eildon was sold in 2020. Through these 

practices, as well as expanding the prime lamb side of the business, diversifying into cropping 

and for a short but profitable period, into Angus cattle, the property was able to adapt 

successfully to factors such as fluctuations in wool prices and an increasingly dry climate. 

Somewhat paradoxically, Tony was very uncomfortable with computers and never used a PC 

or owned a mobile phone in his life! 

 

After retiring from politics, Tony moved with Ricky to the seaside town of Ocean Grove but 

he remained actively involved in the management of Eildon until well into his 90s. Despite 

the significant changes in the fortunes of the wool industry he saw over his lifetime, he never 

lost faith in the future of wool and his belief that this depended on continued investment in 

and commitment to research, innovation and advances in technology. He died in 2022, aged 

96. 
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Tony Street Memorial Scholarship Eligibility, Selection Criteria and Obligations 

Prize 

Up to $10,000 to fund (e.g. travel, accommodation, conference fees, meals etc.) attendance 

at one premier international sheep or wool industry conference. 

May include visits to design and/or manufacturing operations and/or sheep farms as supply 

chain engagement is considered important by AWET.  For example:  

IWTO Congress and Young Professionals Program in May/June 

or 

Nanjing Wool Market Conference in September 

or 

Other appropriate conference identified by the applicant and assessed and approved 

by AWET 

Eligibility 

- Has completed final year (3rd Year, or Honours Undergraduate, Masters by Coursework 

or Doctor Vet Science project) 

- Early-stage career (up to 3 years since graduation from above) 

- May be working in sheep and/or wool research or extension 

- May be early PhD 

- Project topic shows a commitment to the sheep and wool industry 

- Strong support from the academic who oversaw final year or project 

- Must be an Australian citizenship or permanent resident 

Selection Criteria 

- Sound academic record 

- A high achiever in sheep and wool industry programs 

- Sheep/wool-based units/elective(s) taken for degree 

- Industry placements in sheep/wool 

- Strong likelihood of pursuing a sheep/wool aligned career 

- Demonstrated leadership in industry 

- Reference from academic within the AWET network 

- Able to present at conference (oral or poster) an advantage 

- Aptitude over output, commitment to industry, good communication skills 

Obligations of the Scholar 

- Liaise with an AWET agreed mentor at the conference 

- Scholar to provide a report to AWET on how the money was spent and the 

outcomes/learnings gained by the Scholar as well as how the experience has enhanced 

their work or work opportunities.  Report is to be provided to AWET within 1 month of 

attending the conference 

- Scholar to present to annual AWET/Wool Academics meeting held July (at AWET’s cost) 
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- Scholar to provide contact details for the Scholarship Alumni & Selection Panel 

 


	Tony Street Memorial Scholarship
	Tony Street Memorial Scholarship Eligibility, Selection Criteria and Obligations

